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© to concea: himself under the form of a serpent. be- 


Hy does not belong to any animal; still less would it to |} 
> © the serpent, of all beasts,since his tongue, pointed 
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Watchman & Reflector. wise occupied, and by a rase easy to be explained 


the serpent accosted her at a moment when her head 
O fice. 122 Washington.Corner of Water Street. was turned in another direction, and when, conse- 
CP ron teers, see Last rack 29 





quently she could not see him; or finally, preocen- 
pied by the statements of the serpent, and concentrat- 
ing her thoughts upon their meaning, she did not 
think of asking whether he spoke of himself or not, 
whether he actually uttered the words or was only 
the organ of an invisible being. 

Answer to the seventh question.—Why curse the ser- 
pent if he was innocent of the evil designed and ef- 
fected by Satan? The punishment to which he was 
subjected, was inflicted upon him not as the author, 
but the instroment of temptation. The law condemn- 
ed not only him who had had commerce with a beast 
but the beast itself. (Lev. 20: 15.) Jude enjoins 
upon us to hold in abhorrence “ even the garment 
spotted by the flesh,” v.25. The body suffers the 
punishment inflicted upon the soul because its mem- 
bers have become the instruments of iniquity; the 
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ESSAYS ON THE PENTATEUCH., 
Translated forthe Watchman and Refieetor, 
FROM THER FREWCH OF J. KR. GRANDrieREE, D. DB. 
THE FALL. 
BOOCRART'S DISCUSSION OF THE SERPRNT.* 

IN a special dissertation upon the serpent which 
seduced Eve, the learned Bochart has proposed and 
answered the cight following questions: 1. Why is 
the serpent called more subtle than any beast of the 
field, when we know that there are many who do not 
yield to him in cunning, such as the fox, the dog, the 
monkey, the elephant, ete.? 2. How did be speak, 
was it of himself, and by himself, or did the devil 
speak by means of him? 3. If it was the devil who 
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was only the innocent instrument of evil ? 
ly, since it is the natare of the serpent to crawl an 
to eat the dust of the earth, how shall we account for 
the curse which condemns him to a state, which seems 
to be his natural condition 7 

As it is probable that the work of Bochart ts bat 
little known, we will give here in a few words,in an 
analytical summary rather than a translation, te an- 


each of these questions; 


spoke, using the serpent as an instrument, how hap- , ! 
P - ” world will perish at the last day, not because it has 
in silence the devil himself who was the principal ac- | 
tor in the affair ? | 
Answer to the eighth question.—To be a reptile is 
this purpose ? 6. How came it to pass, that, at the 
. This appears from 
put to flight, and especially that she manifested NO As- | 
7. Satan proving to be in fact the sale | sr Seid . = . : 
; . i ’ ave fi suc » ‘rs as feet an im- 
author of the temptation, why smite the serpent who} is, he would have found such members as feet an im 
ment what was an effect of natare; it has rendered 
transgression the serpent has crawled, as before, but 
ewer which the learned pastor of Caen has made to | 0" between the earth and the first pair. The earth 
complete what we have already said upon : . 
| vated it; but that which, before the fall be could per- 


pens it that Moses makes mention only of the ser- , ecg 2 
pent, the mere organ of the devil, while he passes by committed sin wilfally like man, but only because it 
" | has been soiled by contact with it. “ The creature 
4. Why did Satan choose the ser- | ¥** made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by rea- 
. - . . > ed , « 
pent, in preference to any other animal, to seduce | 9" % him who hath subjected it."—Rom, 8: 20. 
man? 5. What kind of serpent did he employ for | “9 , 
ithe natural condition of the serpent; he is made to 
sight of this animal, the woman was not alarmed nor | crawl upon the earth as the fish is to swim in the wa- 
; ter, or the bird to fly in the air. 
tonishment at hearing the serpent use the language the structure of his body. He did not have feet be- 
‘ : $ ; i ;** ; s = | s ° 
y pene fore the fall, as some have alleged. Organized as he 
4 . e ¢ . 
8 Final. | pediment, rather than an auxiliary. The curse of 
; God has done nothing but to convert into a panish- 
laborious that which was easy; it has affixed a stigma 
to what was before honorable. Ever since man’s 
‘ithas been as a penalty, it has been in a humiliating 
manner. The same thing has happened in the rela- 
the unfolding ef which will |! all cases needs the labor of man to produce its 
fruits; had he not sinned he must needs have culti- 
form without fatigue, he now accomplishes only at the 
It is so also re- 


this euinect. 
Answer to the first question.—We do not deny that | 
the Creator has accorded to many animals an admira- 


ot ted 1) . tae specting woman : 
ble instinct and wonderful sagacity. Notwithstand- i 8 
. edt ) brought forth children without labor and sorrow; but 
ing this, the serpent seems to surpass them all in the 


since the fall, God has increased her pains and mul- 
tiplied her sorrows. 


price of excessive and paintul toil. 
never, in any case, could she have 


clearness of his vision, in the acuteness of his sense of 
smell, in the delicacy of his taste, and especially in| 
which! 


would be almost incredible, were they not attested | 


examples of For the Vatchman and Keflector 

THE CHANGED FAMILY, 
In one of the suburbs of London lived a family 
They were poor and irreligious. The 
husband was intemperate, and in the habit of using 
and not only did the whole family 


by witnesses as numerous and reliable as they are | 
It is for these : 
., 'mamed G. 
reasons that the Lord proposes him as a model of dis- 


Be ye wise as serpents, and 


whe nh he 
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SAVS8: > 
profane language ; 


habitually neglect public worship, but the hours of 
» the econ ‘ ~—— ee : op » at > . “ 

) the second question.— The Sor pent net heT the Sabbath were devoted to secular purposes, the 
The gift of speech 


Answer ! 
morning, especially, being often spent in manual la- 
vor. To this, the emplovment and circumstances of 
the husband furnished a strong inducement. He was 
a boot and shoe mender; he was employed princi- 
pally by men who being at work from home during 


like a dart and divided mtotwo or three forks is fit- 
ted, at most, only to produce a hissing sound.— 
W hence we must conclude that the serpent which se- 
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were met with a pointed refusal. This to them was 
strange, they had money in their hands, and wanted 
their work, but they were pointed to the paper on 
the wall, which gave fair notice of the mode in which 
business was to be in future conducted. 

Many thought that G. was “ righteous overmuch,” 
and that he must receive pay for bis religion, seeing 
he was thus unwilling to oblige bis customers ; some 
fumed and raged, and declared that their work should 
be given to another, and there were plenty willing to 
oblige them in this respect, but G. steadily pursued 
his course. For a few weeks some work was with- 
held, but most of it returned to him, and bis business 
was more prosperous than before. He experienced 
the truth of that Scripture, which says, “* Trust in 
the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be fed.” 

The notice thus affixed to the wall, remained Jong 
after it was necessary as a warning, and perhaps re- 
mains there till now. It became dimmed by the 
emoke and dust, but it still attested the triumph of 
Christian principle, and declared that we may safe- 
ly obey God, and leave the event with bim. 

G. and his wife soon obtained peace in_ believing. 
In the meantime, a sermon by the missionary on Ilag- 
gai 1: 5—*“ Consider your ways,” had led Mary, the 
daughter, to seek with earnestness the salvation of 
\her soul, and soon she also had peace with God. 
The missionary had the happiness of seeing this fath- 
er, mother and daughter, all received into the Chris- 
tian church at the same time, and sit down together 
at the table of the Lord to commemorate the love of 
Christ in dying for sinners. 

The change in this family was observed and fre- 
quently remarked on by their ungodly neighbors, 
and while a few were willing to impute it to motives 
of interest, the majority owned the power of the gos 
pel therein, and the advantages secured to them by 
embracing it were freely acknowledged. 

* 


Several years have passed away, during which the 
Christian stability of that family has been tried, and 
they have continued to pursue a consistent course. 
Their spiritual father no longer visits them, for in 
the providence of God, he has been removed to a dis- 
tant land; but although he is not so dear to them, 
they gladly welcome his successor. Another change 
is now taking place. That smal! home often the 
abode of suflering, is now the house of mourning. 
Mary is laid low with typhus fever, and there is no 
hope of her recovery. She is most of the time insen- 
sible, but the intervals of consciousness are spent in 
prayer, in expressions of love to, and confidence in 
Christ, and in endeavors to console her weeping pa- 
rents. “ Promise me,” said she, “ both of you, that 
you will resign me without a murmur, and will nev- 
er think that God is at all unkind in taking me from | 
you.” Her thoughts too glanced across the ocean to 
the friend who first led her to the Saviour, and she 
expressed her regard for bim, a wish that she could 
see him on her dying bed, and her joy that he had 
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cheering the Emperor whenever he appesrain public, 
with the wildest enthusiasm, and denouncing as_trai- 
tors all whodare speak of peace.” 

The piety of the Emperor, in this case ia probably 
of the kind attributed to his brother Alexander, by 
Jobn Foster, who, by the way, entertained g deep ab- 
horrence of the Autocrat. When one of @ different 
mind had saidto him,“ You will allow that Alexan- 
der isa piousman?” “ Yes,” he replied, “ he is very 
pious; for he said grace, before he eat op Poland.” 





For the Watchman and Reflector. 


LETTERS WORTH PRESERVING, 


FROM ONB LAYMAN TO ABOTHER, OW BREGULAB ATTENDANCE AT 
WORSHIP. - 


My prar Frivnp—As we have but few opportuni- 
ties for conversation together, I take the liberty of 
thus communicating my thoughts to you, upon a sub- 
ject upon which, perhaps, we rather difler. As, how- 
ever, it is my intention to state the reasons of my own 
conduct, rather than to censure yours,I trast that 
what I am about to say will give you no offence. 

Christian churches are of such obvious importance, 
that nothing need be said in their behalf. Without 
them, it is hardly possible that genuine Christianity 
would long exist in the world. And it is, I think, 
equally evident that when a Christian has made up his 
mind as to religious sentiments, it, his duty to 
unite himself to some church ; | g done so, 
constantly to adhere to it. This is perfectly eonsis- 
tent with the highest degree of candor and benevo- 
lence toward our fellow Christians of other churches. 

For my own part, 1! have long thought it my duty, 
not only to unite myself in church fellowship, but to 
attend with the strictest regularity at the church to 
which [ belong, so as never to be absent, unless by 
some providential hindrance. A rambling dispo- 
sition, in connection with religion, is productive of 
many evils, and therefore not to be encouraged. I 
am never so happy as when surrounded by my inti- 
mate religious friends, and sitting under the ministry 
of my own pastor. It diminishes my pleasure to miss 
any of my friends from church ; so Limagine that my 
absence may have the same effect on them; I therefore 
regularly attend where I have the hovor to be a mem- 
ber. 

It must, I think, be highly discouraging to a minis- 
ter, to find those over whom the Holy Spirit has made 
him the overseer, frequently absent from the place 
where they ought to be found, without any sufficient 
cause. How must it tend to depress his spirits, to ob- 
serve that, after he has prepared with the greatest care 
and anxiety, for his public duties, some of those for 
whose spiritual welfare he is deeply concerned, have 
unnecessarily deserted his ministry. How can he un- 
der such circumstances, fill up his duties with ac- 
eeptance and pleasure. It may be very easy fora 
fastidious hearer to find fault with the best minister, 
but supposing that my pastor is chargeable with some 
small improprieties, and is not possessed of first-rate 
talents, is that asufficient reason why I[ should violate 
my solemn public engagements ? I would take for my 
rule the comprehensive direction of our Lord : * There- 





been made the instrument of her salyation. 
She died, and because she had been a consistent | 


fore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even so tothem.” While my pas- 


a i ere ee . 


duced Eve could only have done it by means of a se- 
cret 7 Like 
unto Balaam’s ass, who pronounced words which were 


wer communicated to him by the devil. 
given to him by a supernatural power, the serpent 
could only repeat the speech which Satan inspired 
him with, and the matter and sound of which he pro- 
duced in him as well as the ideas and words. Now if 
weadmit that Satan,to whom neither cunning nor 
power is wanting, was the chief actor in the murder- 
ous work of the temptation and the fall, we can easi- 
ly believe that he would not be at a loss, in the 
and employment of the most proper means for 
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ible for him to transform himself even into an 
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t Is it not-eaid in the Gospel that 
if is ross 


angel of light 7¢ 
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net an interpreter; he relates what he sees bat 


what is invisible. The serpent 


showed himselt, the dk 
serpent and not of the devil that the sa- 


Desides, as be had not 


loes not explain 
vil was concealed; therefore 
it is of the 
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ered histoman should speak. 


thing 
all, he did not see fit 


the 


respecting the exisience of 
to reveal the 
e author ol temptation and thus instruct the 
reader in regard to a fact, the nove ity of which would 
nisbed him. If he had tried to co it be 


have made out a complete treatise on theology, 


have as! 
must 
which would have been a digression at the beginuing 
ofa history. Ner must we forget that, if the econo- 
my of the law is concealed by a veil, the inght of the 


{, 1 i si SST) ies all obscurity 
fi, nu) 


ria the | th question.— Innocent man could 
never have been led into sin by a personal impulse ; 
be could only have been solici'<d toit by a temp ta- 


tion « from without. This temptation would 


oming 


necessarily reduce itself to words, would come to him | 


by the medium of specch. A voice traversing the 


mmwestion.—Moses is a historian | 


the week, and having no regard for the Lord’s day, 
would send their boots and shoes on the morning of 
that day with the requisition that G. should make the 
needed repairs, and let them have them in season to 
go to work on Monday morning. In addition to this 
manual labor of the husband, the wife was accustom- 
ed like most of her neighbors to make her weekly 
purchases of provisions for the family on Lord's day. 

While pursuing this course, they were visited by a 
They 


gave him a cordial welcome to their house, and ap- 


city missionary. treated him with respect, 
peared to listen with attention to bis advice, but for a 
He, 
however, continued to visit them, and after a season 
induced them to attend his meetings, which were 
held in a school-house near their abode. 

From that time a gradual improvement took place, 


and both husband and wife began to mamifest con- 


considerable time there wag no apparent result. 


cern for their spiritual welfare. They asked many 
questions concerning the truths they heard at meet- 
ing, and paid great attention to the instruction given 
them. It was an interesting sight to look within their 
small and clean rocm, (for the wife wasaclean and 
industrious woman.) and see them gathered together 
on the occasion of a visit from the missionary. ‘There 
be sat, Bible in hand, to answer their questions, and 
direct them to passages of Seripture which met their 
objections, suited their peculiar circumstances, told of 
the danger of the sinner, or directed them to Christ 
The 


would be sitting with her sewing, asking questions, 


as the only, vet sure way of salvation. wile 
and listening to the answers given, while the husband 
seated at his work, for the little room was both work- 
shop and sitting-room, would frequently stop that he 
might pay more special attention to sowething that 
A daughter of 
about fourteen years of age, sitting quietly and mod- 


seemed peculiarly to imterest him. 


Christian, her body was committed to the ground tor preaches what I consider the truth, I will regular- 
in “eure and certain hope of everlasting life.” while | ly hear him. 

her sorrowing friends, sorrowed not “as others which | Were I to indulge ina disposition to wander from 
have no hope,” believing that her spirit was already one church to another, 1 should consider that my con- 
with the Lord; their own spirits being sustained by duct aflorded a bad example to others; and especially 
their confidence in the goodness and faithfulness of as making young converts think lightly of the privi- 
leges of church feliowship. LDesides it does not appear 
to me that any advantage would be likely to arise 
It would 


their Father in heaven. 

Ifow much has the gospel done for that family! 
How much has it done for every individual who has | from hearing a great variety of preachers. 
be better for us if we looked less to ministers, and 


received “the truth in the love of it!” It soothes us 


in the trials, sorrows, and bereavements of this life: more to God than we do,and were we more desirous 


| it takes away the fear of death, and it gives a hope, than we are for edification rather than to gratify cn- 
“a sure and certain hope” of eternal bliss. riosity. Why should I, upon any occasion, desert my 
Reaper! are you in possession of the blessings of | own pastor ? Does not the real henefit of the means of 


this gospel ? u. grace depend on the gracious influences of the Holy 





PP" pase. aa Spirit, and have IT not the greatest reason to expect 
for the Watchman and Reflector 


THE SESSIONS OF THE SABBATH SCHOOL, 


his blessing where he has cast my lot? Were a preach- 
erto arrive inthe neighborhood endowed witha never 
A SOMEWHAT animated discussion is at present | failing power of communicating blessings to his hear- 
| going on in one of our principal cities, as to whetber | ers, | might be justified in leaving my own pastor, but 
; it 18 best fcr our Sal bath schools to have one Session as nothing of this kind is likely to happen, I shal}! reg- 
, 45 ; ° ‘ 
Possibly al ularly attend at my own place. “ As a bird that 
_ thought or two froma looker on may be useful. 


| for instruction on the Lord’s day, or two. 

wandereth from bis nest,soisa man that wandereth 

It is freely allowed that since Sabbath schools orig-/ from his place.” “ Unstable as water, thou shalt not 
inated, the state of our country in reference to secu- | excel,” 

| lar education has vastly improved, and that in thous-! My own experience fully justifies my present de- 

‘ands of instances, where formerly it was important to! termination. 


; 


Whenever I have been induced by mo- 
_ have two sessions, in order that the children might be | tives of curiosity, or by a desire of pleasing others, to 
taught to read, they have now every opportunity to! wander from tuy own place, [have always bad reason 
acquire reading and other elementary partsof educa- | to regret it. At such times | have invariably eXpe- 
tion on the week days. As freely is it admitted, that! rienced lightness of spirit, and barrenness of soul, the 
such have been the improvements in juvenile litera-| peyerse of that pleasing and solemn devotion of soul 
ture that where pious parents are disposed to teach which I trust Ihave often enjoyed, when to use the 
their children at home, on a part of the Sabbath, language of Scripture, I ewe @ ant uniler my own vine 
they have facilities to do so heretofore unknown. | and fig tree.” I have also known many wandering 
Moreover, it is readily granted, that in some instances, professors of religion, who, in general, were very far 
we have excellent ministerial brethren equally able | from being ornaments to the religion of Jesus. Few 
and anxious to take a prominent part in our Sabbath | of them had any clear views of scriptural doctrines ; 


' hicle f Lestly, yet evidently listening with interest to the con- 
air, Wilhout a body to serve asa vehicle for tt, artmwu- | asl . = 
— Ries - | versation, and a little boy of six, would complete the 


ate sounds, without an organ. would have surprise: , 
bate fe = 1 | group. It was a scene worthy the consideration of 


Lve,and propably made ber suspect the presence of ; ‘hriet 
a, | some families who not only profess to be Christian, 


Nor 


human form, for Eve 


AN #vVil spirit. could the devil bave assume: , 
p ee . agai la but have been blessed with far higher advantages, 

Was not ignorant that verseil . 
- at GCE who, when visited by their pastor, manifest no par- 


and husband were the onivy two human beings then ’ 
. "4 ” el = —" ticular interest, and perLaps either seek to engage 
existing the earth. There remained then to 


- 


upon . : . . . 
in frivolous or worldly conversation, or if they know 


Satan the resource of emploving some animal as “ny —_ 
— - of employing some animal as an | 1, wij] inquire into their spiritual state, will endeav- 


ate agent; but the presence of any othe : , 
e i f any other jor to avoid bis presence. 


animal would be lable to the same objection which is | When as much time as could be spared, had been 
aAixe t< the ae | . . 

rated te hye aet ‘ a jepent with them, they would ail kneel down, while 
manded with equal propriety, why was this animal, 
In 


(sod permitted Satan 


Milermeci 


respect serpent. It would be 


the missionary prayed for them, that God would bless 


ather than another, € yh *4 tne t ‘ a ° . 
7 aS Gnother, Cmpleyes os Sapte F ithem, that the Holy Spirit might teach and guide 


we can answer thus: 


‘them into all truth, that they might be willing to 
“ yield to his teaching, and might receive “the gospel 
cause of ail animals, the serpent best represents the | of ihe grace of God.” As be left, he would be en- 
treated to call again soon, and this was evidently no 


“mere compliment, as such a request too often is, but 


haracter and genius of evil. The serpent crawls ; 


iuianis earthly and carnal. The serpent bites from 


ling place; Satan always SUrPTI8eS MEN ULEXPEC- | the expression of their earnest and sincere desire. 
The tongue of the serpent 1s full of Venom ; | From this time the Sabbath labor and trading 
which has been spoken of was relinquished, and those 
| who did not bring their work in season to have it fin- 


ished on Saturday night, had to wait till the next 


the discourse of Satan distils poison into our hearts 
The tongue of the serpent is pointed, it bas two and 
three forks; that of Satan stings in a thousand ways. 


7 e be ’ o : *gi? ox . ' ak @ avery | . e -» 
Phe body of the serpentis flexible, and takes ev 'Y | week before they could obtain it. But there was one 


‘ 7. ‘ , tif le - . . * . 
kind of attituae diffi ulty which for a time stood in the way of the 


it as the same with the devil, who, 
to seduce us chooses meane best fitt » his en . ; . . ir , 
» sedu va b fitted to his ends, entire consecration of the Sabbath to spiritual things. 


and who sometimes crawls, sometimes stands erect, In many cases it was not safe to allow the work to go 


and sometimes transforms bimself even into an angel 


and audacious 


Th ad “eee home until it was paid for; the people usually spent 
e serpent uw deceitiul and cruel, : - : : 
“ ’ I, prudent | ai) their earnings in the early part of the week, in 


at the same time: the same character- 


; some instances they did not receive their wages till 
istics are found in the demon, whois a murderer from | tase on Saturday night, and when they did receive 
them, instead of carrying them home to make the 
necessary disbursements, they would remain at the 
|public house where they were paid, or to which they 
Answer to the fifth question.— To the question, what | were accustomed to resort, till after midnight. On 
kind of serpent Satan chose to tempt Eve, some have |the Sabbath morning, the work would be sent for, 
answered, the basilisk, of all reptiles the most mali- | the messenger carrying the payment, but if it were 
cious; others, the seytale, whose lively colors dazzle | refused, the money would be spent in some other way, 
the eye and ravish the beholder; the dragon surpass-| and then no more could be obtained till the next 
es al others in size; his scales are gilded and reflect’ Sabbath. G. was poor, was often sick, and was afraid 
@ Driluact hgbt, his eyes are sparkling; so that the (to offend bis customers. He had determined that he 
Babylonians have placed him among the number of | would no longer work on the Lord's day, but he did 
their gods. As the Seripture sometimes calls the not see how be was to obtain a considerable portion 
devil a dragon, one might suppose that this last form of bis earnings, unless be allowed bis employers to 
was the one which be borrowed in order to approach | fetch home and pay for their work on the morning of 
the mother of buman kind. ‘that day ; and yet he know thet this was.nct in ac- 
| cordance with the Divine command, to © remember 
expenenced | the Sabbath day,to keep it holy.” Ile was shown 
no surprise at hearing the words of the serpent, may that it was necessary for him to do right, trust in 
be explaine din three ways; e:ther, too young, too God, and leave the event with him, who says to his 
recently created and destitute of all eX perience she | people * Thy bread shal! be given, and thy water 
had, perhaps never yet reflected that, of all animals, | tal] wa sure,” and that he must not be willing to en- 
‘nan alone was endowed with reason and had receiy.|,... -.. : . ; 
ed the gift of speech; or she was heedless, or other- ter into a compromise, where the commands of God 


the beginning, the implacable enemy of the human 
race, full of address as well as impudence in ail his se- 


ductuons. 


Answer to the sixth questen.—That Eve manifested 
no astonishment, that she seems to have 


were concerned, 

At length G. resolved to act on this advice, which 
bis conscience told him was right. His friend, the 
—— Heal lenemociating vod missionary, wrote in large characters on a paper, 
hundred years ago. Trans | ” No business done On Sunday ‘YW this was affixed on 

nt ont thao i pete Par og myn ae - /a conspicuous part of the wall of the little room, and 

qtr ‘es ay thay tah | hose who brought work in the course of the week, 

‘het, einee® ites he whe had their attention directed to it, and it was explain- 
articulate Gieake or ». | ed to them, that the work must be called for on Sat- 
orday evening, or they could not have it till Mon- 

Jay. Some did not or would not understand this, 
and called as usual on the Sabbath morning, but they 
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schools who can in one session amply store the intel 
lect gt the memory for as much thought as can be | 
devoted to religious subjects during the week. 

If these facts seem to point to the opinion that one | 
session is all that is desirable, it may be well before the 
decision is arrived at, to look at the other side of the | 
question. Letit be remembered then, that we have 
among us thousands, yes tens of thousands of parents 
who care little or nothing either for the intellectual or 
moral training of their children. Six days in every 
week do these children wander about neglected, ex- 
cept by the great enemy of souls, under whose influ- 
ence they live. The best that surrounding Christians 
can do for them is to persuade them to spend two or 
three hours on the Sabbath in acquiring the most im- 
portant of all knowledge, and receiving the most de- 
sirable of allinfluence ; and should we then abridge to 
one half, the tune we can thus profitably spend ? 

Besides all this, the inquiry may be properly made, 
ifthe teachers and the children are thus set free from 
one of the hitherto meetings of the school, how will 
they spend the time thus thrown upon their hands? 
We are aware that it might be filled with profitable 
employment. ut will ube so? let the wisest of the 
best men among us say. 

If, however, the arguments in favor of one session 
only prevail, let a suggestion of great importance and 
interest be looked at. It is perfectly useless to deny 
that, in our large cities especially, we have multitudes 
of children, chiefly of foreign parents, many of them 
recent emigrants, who are the subjects of poverty, ig- 
norance, and vice,—to whom the American Sabbath 
schools have never yet held out a friendly band to in- 
vite and to guide them into the paths of peace. Till 
recently, we have not had aclass who needed the 
English “ ragged school,” but now we are daily re- 
ceiving vicious children from Europe, in many in- 
stances outcasts from their prisons. If wedo not re- 
ligiously edacate them, they will ruin us. Let, then, 
our teachers have a weekly session—at least one—to 
instruct this class. As they cannot at present, meet 
with the other children, let them meet at different 
hours. Let us not introduce the name of “ Ragged 
schools,” for we trust the children will soon lose their 
rags, but we must have this class in Sabbath schools. 
It is a sad tact that at present the children of the very 
poor are without the benefits cf the institutions 
which were commenced expressly for them. 

These thoughts are reepectfally commended to the 
honored teachers of Sabbath echools. “ Consider of 
them, take advice, and speak your minds.” netn. 
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FANATICISM IN WAR. 


ReLiGious fanaticism or phrenzy, is a fearful ele- 
nent against which to contend in war. And one of 
the most serious aspects of the conflict between Rus- 
sia and ‘Turkey is that the Russians, from the Emper- 
or down, are saidto be impelled by religious fanati- 
cism. In recent reports from St. Petersburg we read 
as follows: 

“ The Emperor is described by those who have an 
opportunity of observing bis movements as being in a 
state of religious exultation reyarding himself as the 
chosen mstrument ander God to drive the Moslem 
-— or pe and only regretting that be should have 
allowed so many years to by without fulfilling his 

of St. Pe : 





destiny. The populace tersburg have work- 
ed themselves up to the highest pitch 


fanaticism, 





and could seldom distinguish between things that dif- 


fer; and others have been angry disputants, captious 
hearers, extravagant in their praises, fickle in their at- 
tachments, and inexorable m their enmities. 

I might say also, that a great injary arises from the 
conduct of wandering professors to their families. 
Having no settled place for themselves, and being 
wholly intent on the gratification of an insatiable cu- 
riosity, their children are generally left on the Lord's 
day at large; and who can calculate the results of this 
evil? But I forbear. Think my dear friend of this 
matter, and believe me to be your cordial friend. 

For the Watchman and Reflector 
DANGEROUS DELAY. 

IN reading the New Testament we have often 
been struck with the conduct of many persons who 
applied to Christ for the relief of their sick and dying 
friends. We have admired their confidence in the 
power and kindness of the Messiah; we have been 
delighted with the benevolence they showed to their 
endeared connections; and we have exhorted men 
and women of the present day to imitate their exam- 
ple. In all this there is much that is right, but it does 
not cover the whole question. 

Why did these persons delay to seek favors from 
Christ for their friends till they were in danger of 
death, or perhaps at the very point of it? Could 
not Christ have made them happy in life, and was he 
unwilling todo it? In a few instances the disciples 
of Jesus did bring their friends to bin, and the act 
always met his approbation, and secured his favor. 
Why not endeavor to bring the healthy, the young, 
the gifted to Jesus, that they may enjoy bis favor and 
be useful perhaps through a long life ? 

But we will bring the subject, kind reader, still 
nearer to you. Why have not you listened to the in- 
vitation of the Saviour,and long ago received the 
highest blessings of hislove? Why should you now 
delay to engage in conversation with his ministers 
and friends, or to ask for their prayers? Why 
should you delay to seek real happiness till you are 
at the point of death? Are you not desirous that 
your death-bed may be thatof the Christian? Why 
then do you not seek his life and his present happi- 
ness? You mean hereafter to repent of sin,—that 
ia when sins are more numerous, and the heart has be- 
come more hardened than it is now; but why not shed 
the tears of holy sorrow, and reap the blessings of 
heavenly joy now? Was it right for tbe antediluvi- 
ans to neglect the ark till the deluge came? And 
ought you to neglect praying for heaven till the door 
of hell is opened for your reception ? 

Will you, dear reader, think of this? Will you tell 
us why you should not,—why you will not be happy 
now? Why should Christians all around you be hap- 
py, and you never even pray for the blessing till you 
feel that your feet have taken hold on hell ? 

INQUIRER. 


Baptists 1x Nova Scotia anp New Baruns- 
wick.—We have been favorg! with a copy of the 
Minutes of the Eighth Session of the Baptist Con- 
vention of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince 
Edward Island, held at Nictaux, N. 8., in September 
last. There are in Nova Scotia three Amociations, 
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Eastern, Western, and Central. In the first are 36 
churches, having a total membership of 1.642; in the 
second, 37 churches, and an aggregate of 5,454 mem- 
bers; in the third, 29 churches, numbering 3,183, 
making in all, in that Province, 102 churches, and a 
membership of 10,279. 

New Brunswick has two Associations, the Western 
and Eastern, the former having 43 churches and 
2,760 members, and the latter 45 churches and 2,841 
members, exhibiting a total in that Province of 88 
churches and 5,601 members. The churches on 
Prince Edward Island, five in number, belong to the 
Eastern Association of Nova Scotia. The Conven- 
tion voted to send £75 to the Treasury of the Amer- 
ican Baptist Missionary Union. Resolutions were 
passed, expressing hearty approbation of the Mission 
to the Gaelic people in Cape Breton, and recommend- 
ing the claims of Australia as an important missionary 
field. These Minutes give evidence of an earnest 
spirit of evangelical aggression, and of encouraging 
advance among the Baptists of these Provinces. 


WHAT MUST I DO? 

Must I give up all my pernicious habits? Surely 
you must, and this is not all that you must do— 
Must I forsake my worldly and trifling associates ? 
Unless youcan induce them to become Christians. 
Must I cease from my wicked practices? Or there 
is no salvation for you. Mast [ abandon my errone- 
ous sentiments? Or the truth will not make you 
free. Must I be regular and punctual in attending 
religious meetings? Yes, you must not forsake as- 
sembling with God's people, “ as the manner of some 
is.” Must I read the Bible? Or you disobey the 
Saviour, who says,“ Search the Scriptures.” Must 
1 be honest and moral ? 
horred by men as wellas God. Must I pray? Or 
you have no right to expect salvation, for Christ has 
made asking a condition of receiving. Must I give 
up my execnses for not being a Christian? There 
can be no good excuse for remaining a single mo- 
ment, unreconciled to God. Must I think on my 
past life, and feel that I have been all wrong? Or 
you will not repent and turn to God. MustI be 
alarmed in view of my exposure to eternal ruin? If 


not alarmed, you will not be likely to flee from the | 


wrath to come. 

But you may do all these things, and yet not be | 
saved. Do you still ask, What shall 7 do?” Paul 
says, * Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved.” True faith in Christ implies and 
embraces the following things : 

1. A deep sense of your need of salvation. You 
must feel that you are a condemned sinner, and that 
you must be pardoned or lost—that you must have 
Christ or perdition. . 

2. A hearty approval of God's laws and govern- | 
ment. The sinner who believes in Christ, sees that | 
the law is holy and just and good—the precepts right, | 
the commands reasonable, and the penalty just. He | 
feels that God’s dealing with his ereatures—his moral | 
government over the universe—is wise and benevo- | 
lent. He approves of everything that God does, and | 
cheerfully gives up his will to the will of God. 

3. Deep and heartfelt sorrow for having sinned | 
against God—for having broken his laws in thought, | 
word and deed. The retrospect of his life produces 
shame and confusion of face in the true believer. He | 
ig ready to exclaim,“ I abhor myself and repent in 
dust and ashes.” 

4. A hearty approval of the terms of salvation. 
The believing sinner sees that faith, repentance, and 
obedience are just the conditions which are suited to 
his case. Ife does not wish to have them alter- 
Compliance with them he perceives to have a 





‘purifying and happy influence on his feelings and 
| character. 


hands, without hesitation or reserve. 


5. The committing of himself entirely into Christ's 
The criminal 


‘commits his case to his advocate, to let him manage 
fe. 


it as he sees fit. The sick man delivers himself into 


the hands of the physician, to do with him just as he 





, be disposed of according to his will. 


shall think proper. He follows his directions, and 
obeys his mandates without hesitation. He feels 
such confidence in the skill and good intentions of 
the physician, that he has no fears but that he will 
do all in his power to save his life. So when the 


‘sinner believes in Christ, he commits himself unre- 


servediy into his hands, to follow his directions, to 
obey his commands, to sutler bis displeasure, and to 
Hie says in all 
sinverity, “ I yield, I yield; Tcan hold oat no longer ; 
I surrender myself for time and eternity into thy 
hands; I give up o.y will to thy will; take me and 
make me what thou wilt; teach me what thou 
wouldst have me to do, and dispose of me for thine 
own glory.” 


Let the sinner thus believe in the Lord Jesus | 


Christ, and he shall be saved. 
Forthe Watchman and Reflector 
HOW DID YOU LIKE THE SERMON? 
“A FIRST we have had this after- 
[ always like to hear that man. I wish our 


rate sermon 


noon. 


minister would exchange with him more frequently. 


That was what | call an intellectual discourse. 


Miss —-— remarked to me at the close, that it was all 


as transparent as crystal.” 
I ; 


Did 
you not admire it 2?” 
‘* Perhaps I should if I understood it.” 


Otherwise you will be ab- | 


‘reason 's obvious. 


' 
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missionaries, sustained at an annoal expense of about 
$60,000. 


SENATORS ON THE NEBR ASKA QUESTION, 


Dv rine the last fortnight the Senate of the nation 
has been the theatre of masterly argument and elo- 
quence on the great question which is now engros- 
sing the people. Following the very finished. and 
truthful speech of Mr. Everett, Senators Smith of 
Connecticut, Houston, of Texas, Seward of New York, 
avd Sumner of Massachusetts, have spoken and with 
an utterance for liberty and the right which must 
cause itself to be felt from one extremity of the land 
to the other. Freedom did not evoke the discussion 
of this question, never dreaming that the wildest ene- 
my of bis country could have essayed a measure like 
theone now attempted. Bat the issue being drawn, 
truemen will not be wanting to meet the necessities 
of the crisis. Governor Seward spoke with his well 
understood ability and power, and with that unshrink- 
ing devotion to liberty which has characterized all 
his great efforts. Our readers will weleome the con- 
cluding portion of hisspeech given below as a sample 
of Senatorial eloquence as wel! as for the sentiments 
which it contains. 

Senators from the non-slaveholding States: You 
want peace. Think weil, I beseech you, before you 
yield the price now demanded, even for peace and 
rest from Slavery agitation. France has got peace 
from Republican agitation by a similar sacrifice. So 
|has Poland; so has Hungary; and so, at last. has Ire- 
iland. Is the peace which cither of those nations en- 
joys worth the price it cost? Is peace, obtained at 
isuch a cost,ever a lasting peace ? 
| Senators from the slavehol ling States: You, too, 
suppose that you are securing peace as well as victory 
in this transaction. I tell you now, as I told vou in 
1850, that itis an error, an unnecessary error, to sup- 
pose, that because you exclude Slavery from these 
Halls to-day that they will not revisit them to-morrow. 
You buried the Wilmot Proviso here then, and cele- 
brated its obsquies with pomp and revelry. And here 
it-is again to-day stalking through these Halls, clad 
in complete steel as before. Even ifthose whom you 
denounce as factionists in the North would let it rest, 
you yourselves would evoke it from its grave. The 
Say what you will, do what you 














| will, here, the interests of the non-slaveholding States 


ndof the slaveholding States remain just the same, 
and they twil/ remain just the same until you shall cease 
to cherish and defend Slavery, or we shal! cease to 
honor and love Freedom! You wil! not cease to cher- 
ish Slavery. Do you see any signs that we are he- 
coming indifferent to freedom ? On the contrary. that 
old, traditional, hereditary sentiment of the North is 
more profound and more universal now than it ever was 
before. The Slavery agitation you deprecate so much 
isan eternal struggle between Conservatism and Pro- 
gress, between Truthand Error, between Right and 
Wrong. You may sooner by act of Congress, compe! 
the sea to suppress its upheavings,and the round earth 
to extinguish its internal fires, than oblige the human 
mind to cease its inquirings, and the human heart to de- 


| sist from its throbbings. 


Suppose for a moment, that this agitation must go 
on hereafter as heretofore. Then hereafter as here- 
tofore, there will be need on both sides, of moderation, 


pand to secure moderation there will be need of medi- 
| ation. 


Hitherto you have secured moderation by 
means of compromises, by tendering which the great 
'mediator, now no more, divided the people of the 
|North. But then those in the North who did not sym- 
|pathise with you in your complatats of aggression 
jfrom that quarter, as well as those who did, agreed 
that if compromises should be effected they would be 
ichivalerously kept on your part. I cheerfully admit 
ithat they have been so kept until now. But here- 
jafter, when having taken advantage. which in the 
| North will be cailed fraudulent, of the last of those 
“compromises, ‘o become as you will be called tfe ag- 
vressors, by breaking the other, as will be alleged, in 
violation of plighted faith and honor, while the Slavery 
‘agitation i¢ msing higher than ever before, and while 
tvour ancient friends, and those whom you persist in 


' 


¢regarding as your enemies, shall have been driven to- 


gether by a common and universal sense of your in- 
justice, what new mode of restoring peace and har- 
‘mony will you then propose? What statesman will 
ithere be in the South, then, who can bear the flag of 
‘truce ? What statesman in the North who can medi- 
ate the acceptance of your new proposals ? 
If, however, Lerr in all this, let us suppose that you 
succeed In suppressing political agitation of Slavery in 
‘national affairs. Nevertheless, agitation of Slavery 
|must go on mn some form ; for all the world around you is 
jengagedinit. It is, then, high time for you to consider 
'where you may expect to meet it next. I much mis- 
take if, in that case, vou do not meet it there where 
i we, who were once slaveholding States, as you now 
lare, have met,and happily for us,succumbed before 
it, namely, in the legislative halls, in the churches and 
ischools,and at the fireside, within the States them- 
‘selves. [tis an angel with which, sooner or later, 
‘every slaveholding State must wrestle, and by which 
it must be overcome. Even if, by reason of this 
‘measure, it should the sooner come to that point, and 
‘although Iam sure that you will not overcome Free- 
'dom, but that Freedom will overcome you, vet 1 do 


|notlook even then for disastrous or unhappy results. 


The institutions of our couatry are so framed that the 


“What! you a man of liberal education, and not} inevitable conflict of opinion on Slavery, as on every 
understand a production of such pure intellectuality ? | other subject, cannot be otherwise than peaceful in its 


school; but it is a long time since I graduated; I 
have forgotten a great deal.” 
“QO, you are joking now; but Iam surprised to 


‘hear you say that you could not understand so lacid 


‘ . 
a reasoner. 


| mired ? 





* I] did not say J could not, but that J did not.” 

“I thank you for the distinction. You probably 
was not in a state of receptivity.” 

“Well, what was there which you so much ad- 
Can you rememLer one p'ain sentence ?” 
“Indeed I can. There was his quotation from a 
celebrated author; it was as translucent as it was 
transcendent. God isthe entire process of thought 
combining in itself the objective movement in nature 
with the logical subjective, and realizing itself in the 
spiritual totality of humanity. He is the eternal 
movement of the universal, ever raising itself to a 
subject, which first of all in the subject comes to ob- 
jectivity and a real consistence, and accordingly ab- 
sorbs the subject in its abstract individuality. God 
therefore, is not a person, but personality itself.’ 
That is what I call a grand conception.” 

“Do you understand it? Ifso, 1 wish you would 
translate it for me. I never read German.” 

“It is all classical English; no other words cotld 
make it plainer.” 

“ Well, the whole sermon was of a piece with that; 
amere farrago of nonsense. I doubt whether any 
but you and Miss —-—- understood it.” 

“It was the ablest sermon T have heard since I last 
heard the same preacher. He is the smartest man 
among us.” . 

* So he thinks, at least. I loathe all such stuff. It 
isa desecration of the day, and of the place, and of 
his profession. I presume he would call it philo- 
sophical. You call it intellectual. But, was it Gos- 
pel? Did he utter one evangelical truth ?” 

“ But you forget that he was showing foundations. 
He wished us to descend and see the substratum of 
those objective ideas which we are to receive and in- 
corporate with our subjectivity you should under- 
stand his design.” 

“ How many, think you, of our congregation were 
instructed by his discourse ?” 

“ All, I am sure, who were ina state of recep- 
tivity.” 

* And you call that mana preacher of the Gos- 
pel ?” 

“ Most certainly Ido. What is the Gospel but 
good news? And what is better news than that 
which informs us of the me and the not me, and thus 
leads us directly to the absolute ?” 

* And this, then, was what Jesus meant when he 
commanded a disciple,‘ Feed my sheep,’* Feed my 
lambs.’” 

“Precisely so, who are the Sheep and the lambs 
but those who are in a state of receptivity ?” 

“T once heard a colored preacher insist that ne- 
groes are the sbeep and lambs because they wear the 
wool, and that white people are the goats because 
their hair is straight.” 

“ That is wholly an external distinction; ours is 
internal, belonging to conscious subjectivity.” 

LisTENER. 


Moravians.—The Moravians, not numbering in 
all above 20,000, have 70 missionary stations and 260 


l course and beneficent in its termination. 


Nor shall I “ bate one jot of heart or hope,” in main- 


. rs | taining a just equilibrium of the non-slaveholding States, 
“ Very likely; she is just home from her boarding jeven if this ill starred measure shall be adopted. 


The 
non-slaveholding States are teeming with an increase 
of freemen, educated, vigorous, enlightened, enter- 
prising freemen; and such freemen as neither Eng- 
land nor Rome, nor even Athens,ever reared. Half 
a million of freemen from Europe annually augment 
that increase; and, ten years hence, half a million, 
twenty years hence a muillipn of freemen from Asia 
will augment it still more. You may obstruct, and so 
'tarn the the direction of those peaceful armies away 
trom Nebraska. So long as you shall leave them 
room on bill or prairie; by river side or in the mev™- 
tain fastnesses, taey will dispose of themselves peace. 
ly and lawfully in the place you shall have lett open tu 
them and there they will erect new States upon free 
soil, to be forever maintained and defended by free 
arms, and aggrandized by free labor. American 
Slavery, | know has a large and ever-tlowing spring, 
but it cannot pour forth its blackened tide in se 
like that I have described. Ifyou are wise, these tides 
of free:men and of slaves will never meet, for they will 
not voluntarily commingle; but if, nevertheless, 
through your own erroneous policy, their repulsive 
currents must be directed against each other, so that 
they needs must meet, then it is easy to see,in that 
case, which of them will overcome the resistance 
of the other, and which of them thus overpowered, 
will roll back to drown the sources which sent it forth. 
“ Man proposes,aud God disposes.” You may leg- 
islate and abrogate and abnegate as you will; but 
there isa superior Power that overrules all your ac- 
tions and all your refusals to act, and I hope and trust, 
overrules them to the advancementof the greatness 
and glory of our country—that overrules, | know, not 
only all your actions and all your refusals to act, but 
all human events, to the distant but inevitable result 
of the equal ard universal hberty of all men. 





For the Watchman and Reilector. 
A KEMINISCENCE OF PIONEER LIFE LN THE 
WEST. 

Neary the half of a century has passed since a 
glorious Autumn in dear old Massachusetts witnessed 
the gathering of two hundred and thirty-four of her 
noblest sons and daughters within the sanctuary of 
the Most High. It wasa sight solemnly, tenderly 
sublime. ‘bey were there for the last time to unite 
with brethren and friends in remembering the atoa- 
ing sacrifice of their ascended Lord and Master, for 
the last time to raise their voices in the worship of 
their childhood’s home, and for the last time to meet 
the friends whom they had known and loved from 
infancy. Forth stood they amid that assembled throng, 
pledging themselves self-delegated missionaries about 
to rear the standard of the Cross in Indian wilds, 
Like their ancestors of the Mayflower, they were about 
to become aliens from home and friends, te build for 
themselves a tabernacle in the wilderness, and homes, 
the history of which should be a precious legacy to 
their children. Unlike them, they were bound toa 
lovely clime, to a friendly soil, where they knew they 
could make “the wilderness bud and blossom as the 
rose,” and where the blessings and prayers and co- 
operation of friends would ever attend them. 

They wept—for the familiar scenes of home would, 
ere the morrow’s setting sun redden the clouds above 
them, lie far off in the dim, shadowy distance. The 
friends they loved might slumber their last long sleep 
for many a year, ere they could hope to cross the 
blue Alleghanies again. The affections lingered— 
friends embraced, wept, and prayed—but leaving a 
holy kiss upon the cheeks of the loved ones, they 
nerved themselves to the task they had chosen, and 





the tune 
} 
another, and the strange woodland echo returning 
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went forth to make for themselves names, and homes 
for their children in the green valley of the Scioto, 
Long and perilous was the journey there, and none 
but brave and trusting hearts could have entered 
upon it, thus thrice forewarned and entreated. 
Forty-two days of wearisome wandering over rug- 
ged and almost impassable mountains, lonely rivers, 
and nearly impenetrable forests, brought this brave 
and noble company to the spot pre-designated as 
their future home. There in the dense. illimitable 
woods, the temple of the Almighty “ reared without 
hands,” they sat down to view the scene around them. 
How thrilling it seemed! All felt its inflaence—they 
thought not of refreshment, or of the fatare—but one 
sentiment pervaded ai! their minds—gratitade to 
God who had preserved them through days of peril 
and nights of danger, and 
“in the darkling wood 

Amid the solemn silence, they knelt down 

And offered to the Mightiest solemn thanks 

And snpplications, For their grateful hearts 

Might not resist the sacred influences, 

That from the stilly twilight of the place, 


And trom the gray old trunks, that high in heaven 


Mingled their mossv boughs, and from the sound 

Of the Invisible breath that swaved at once 

All their gray tops, stole over them, and bowed 

Their spirits with the thought of boundless Power 

And inaccessible Majesty.” 
Then rose upon the air the sound of an old familiar 
hymn, and while its notes were yet reverberating 
through the forest, he whom they had chosen as their 
minister in spiritaal things, opened the little pocket- 
Bible which had been the comparion of his journey, 
and from its blessed pages preached unto them Jesus 
their Lord and Master,“ who had not where to lay 
his head.” Thus was their newly found dwelling- 
place consecrated to Him who had “ appointed the 
bounds of their habitations.” 

From that day the sound of the axe was mingled 
hourly with the most active preparations for render- 
ing comfortable a life in the woods. From early dawa 
fill twilight, did sturdy arms employ their strength in 
bringing low the giant trees which were to form ma- 
terials for building, and fuel for warmth and house- 
By the first Sabbath light which dawn- 
ed upon this colony of believers, about a dozen of the 


hold labor. 


noble trees had been felled, and this first opening ia 
the forest was dedicated to the worship of their own 
and their father’s God. Their rrrst SapBaTH IN 
THE WILDERNESS—what a day to be remembered ! 
There could not be on earth the counterpart to such 
an assembly, or the circumstances which envirohed 
them. Wearied and worn with the hardships of the 


journey, and the unwontted toils of the previous days, 


they seated themselves on the rude logs around them 
—what wonder if the spiritual sympathized with the 
The beauty and glory of Autumn was 
rapidly fading away, for the chill breezes of Novem- 
ber had robbed the trees around them of their late 


physical ? 


gorgeous foliage, and it lay withered and dry beneath 
their feet. The winds were careering through the 
forests, and the branches above were quivering and 
rattling in their power, and the storm-clouds were 
wreathing themselves darkly in the blue sky. They 
saw the approach of the ice king, and the stern realt- 
ties which were to attend their residence during a 
winter'in that new and untried climate, loomed up 
before them in the most gloomy aspects, assuming fea- 
tures which, though often thought of before, now 
seemed Coubly repulsive. Memory flew on unbidden 
wings to their far-off native land, and looked in upon 
the loved faces of the worshippers in their beautiful 
temple. She painted in brighter hues the privileges 
and blessings from which they were now self-exiled, 
and depicted in more glowing colors the fireside 
charms of their New England homes. 

The first tree which had yielded to the blow of the 
axe, was designated as the pulpit of this forest-bullt 
sanctuary, and on its trank their minister took =. 
stand, doubtless sharing all their emotions, but feeling 
it his duty to “ comfort the people” of his Lord. The 
aspirations of his heart rose toa throne of grace ir 
their behalf, and the consolations of the Gospel were 
read in their hearing. A hymn sweet, solemn, and 
refreshing, was given out, and their leader commenced 
One line rose trembdlingly on the breeze— 


back their notes, recalled the contrast they had been 
Another effort, and their full 
hearts could sustain it no longer—they bowed their 


aiming to forget. 


heads, and the gushing tears broke forth, for like the 
Jews by the rivera of Babylon, they “ wept when they 
remembered Zion.” 

Ah! little do we who worship in costly temples, 
profusely furnisbed with the appliances of comfort 
and elegance, know of the hardships and griefs and 
trials our fathers endured in defepce of the holy reli- 
gion we profess. They loved it in its purity and sim. 
plicity, with all the affection of their strong hearts— 
and heavy was the price they paid to perpetuate its 
institutions to us their more favored children. Ever 
sacred in our hearts may we treasure their memories, 
ever manfully guard the church of the living God 
that it be not desecrated by unhallowed feet. 

“ The Lord shall comfort Zion”—and he did com- 
fort that weeping church. They continued their ser- 
vices forencon and afternoon, and doubtless gathered 
strength for the new life on which they had entered, 
from the ministrations of that holy, that tearful day. 
“ Tke Lord hearkened and heard”—as the events of 
fifty years have proved—and no doubt among the 
brightest jewels He shall make up in the great day 
will be found this little band of New England be- 
lievere. 

Unknown to these worshippers in the wilderness, 
stood a cabin about one mile anda half north fro 
their location. The dwellers in that lonely spot were 
a Welsh Baptist and his family. He had heard of the 
arrival of this little band, but not knowing their char- 
acter, and being unable to converse in English, he 
resolved to keep ata respectful distance. How the 
good deacon bad found his way from the mountains 
of Wales to these Western forests—thy he had lo- 
cated himself thus far from all opportunities of public 
worship, history hath not explained. Early on the 
morning of the Lord’s day we have described, this 
good man’s cows, like too many of a higher nature, 
and better taught than they, wandered off into the 
woods, * seeking their own pleasure.” By the after- 
noon, finding the truants had not returned, their 
owner was compelled to set forth and seek them, lest 
they might be irrecoverably lost. He had walked 
some distance, when the lowing of the oxen belong- 
ing to the company of new-comers, greeted his ear, 
and supposing his cows to be in that direction, he 
turned his steps that way. As he ascended the bills 
overlooking the town plot of the colony, he heard the 
singing of the choir, who by this time had dried their 
tears, and were pouring forth the notes of Christian 
praise and joy. Reverberating from bill tops and 
trees, rolled the sounds through the air around him, 
as he stood alone on the summit, lost in perplexity 
and wonder, enchanted and bewildered. Anon the 
sweet sounds came forth again, seemingly behind him 
—he turned,and they were gone—but the tops of 
the trees seemed stirring with their inflaence—a mo- 
ment more, and they rose higher yet—could it be 
angels who were singing their songs of “ good-will” 
amid the clouds? Another pause—and breathlessly 
he listened as a South wind bore the mysterious har- 
mony again to his ear, and following the direction of 
the sounds, they grew nearer yet, until he became 
convinced that dwellers upon earth were the choris- 
ters he had heard. Passing the brow of the hill, he 
wandered on forgetful of the errand which had called 
him from home, until suddenly be came upon a vision 
of this brotherbood, engaged in the closing services of 
their united worship. Silently he stood viewing the 
scene, his whole soul stirred within him, and as the 
company seemed to be seeking their places of shelter, 
he turned towards his home. Relating to his wife 
all that had passed, he said to her with unusual em- 
phasis, “ The promise of God isa bond”—a Welsh 
phrase, signifying that “ we have security equal to a 
bond that true religion will prevail everywhere.” 
“ Ab,” said he, “ these must be good people, I am not 
afraid to go among them now.” From that day he 
became the friend of his new neighbors, living but 
one mile and a half distant, they were near neigh- 
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